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WAI TEMPLES, AND HINDU WORSHIPPERS BATHING IN THE 
SACRED RIVER. 


A CRITICAL SITUATION IN 
INDIA TODAY. 


Eight years ago a brilliant young surgeon 
stood beside the operating table in Ahmedna- 
gar, India. He was worn by 
pete ta a the strain of a medical prac- 
tice that four doctors in this 
country would have considered a heavy bur- 
den. He was being called upon to treat at 
times as many as a hundred patients in a day, 
besides caring for twenty hospital patients and 
operating daily on serious cases. A deadly 
epidemic of bubonic plague had been raging 
for weeks in the city, and night after night 
sleep and rest had been broken. On that 
Thursday afternoon, Jan. 9th, 1903, as the sur- 
geon steadily guided his knife around the dis- 
eased tissue, he accidentally scratched his 
finger with the point of the knife. Two days 
later blood-poisoning set in, and in five days 
Dr. George Harding had given his life for the 
people of India. 


IDOLS FOR SALE IN SHOP ADJOINING HOSPITAL, WAI, INDIA. 


As his life went out, 1t was not only the peo- 
ple of Ahmednagar who mourned their loss, 
but one hundred and fifty 
A HEAVY Loss miles away, on the banks of 
the holy Krishna river, in 
the temple-studded city of Wai, eager, longing 
hopes were once more dashed to the ground. 
Dr. Harding had been assigned, by the Mara- 
thi Mission of the American Board, to minister 
POmtie enced yea pPCOplomolm WW aimetiomroLcates, 
stronghold of orthodox Hinduism in Western 
India, a city surrounded by a densely populated 
district practically destitute of medical help. 
But workers were few; Almednagar had an es- 
tablished medical work, and Dr. Harding had 
been temporarily detained there to carry on the 
work Dr. Bissell, broken in health, had been 
forced to leave a few months previously. 
Dr. Bissel has never been able to return to 
India, and it was three long years before the 
ever growing work in Ah- 
RANKS FILLED mednagar could be provided 
with the absolutely neces- 
sary two doctors, equipped with the language 
and ready for work. And it was not until six 
years after Dr. Harding’s death that medical 
work was opened in Wai. 


In November, 1908, the Mission sent Dr. and 
Mrs. Lester Beals, both physicians, to open 
work in that field. They 
WORK BEGUN were fortunate in being able 
to rent the most suitable 
building in the city for medical work, and after 
making such alterations and repairs as were 
possible, they quietly opened their dispensary 
on Monday morning, Dec. 8, 1908. The open- 
ing day had not been advertised at all, and but 
few patients were expected, but the closing 
hour found 90 patients provided with medi- 
cines, their wounds dressed, or otherwise cared 
for by the doctors. Still others had to be turned 
away for lack of the necessary equipment for 
attending to their needs. This number includ- 
ed eyes blind with cataracts, patients suffering 
from operable tumors, and deadly fevers that 
only comfortable quarters and careful nursing 
could save. 
This work has continued for nearly two 
years now, with from 40 or 50 to 100 or more, 
patients applying daily for 
LARGE NUMBERS treatment. Several times 
deter iLike during the last year the doc- 
tors were called upon to 
treat over 200 patients ina single day. Over 
16,000 were treated last year. 


PRESENT HOSPITAL BULLDING, WAIL, INDIA. 


The building used for this work is a native 
house, with damp, earthen floors, and some of 
the rooms entirely without 
PRB EE BA windows or light other than 
WHOLLY : He 
INADEQUATE what filters in through doors 
leading into other poorly 
lighted rooms. Only one room in the building 
has what is sufficient light for hospital pur- 
poses; ™ [heyroonman which Dre Beals: has to 
examine the patients who come to him, is ten 
feet in width, and has to serve, along with the 
street in front of the building, as waiting-room 
for allthe men. The crowd of waiting patients 
continually jostle the patient under examina- 
tion, as well as the doctor himself, shutting off 
much of the already insufficient light, and 
making careful, accurate work, under the pres- 
sure of speed required by the waiting crowds, 
all but impossible. 
Mase Bealss ise compelled’ 1Omexamincs the 
women and children at one end of a room, be- 
hind a curtain around the 
EE OF EE SCAR Ec doer. meni Chime: mre ve mnO! 
OF WOMEN sas a ; 
WR many waiting Hindu wom- 
en peer with eager, oriental 
curiosity. The earthen floor of this room is 
often so damp as to be a distinct menace to the 
health of those waiting there for relief from 


other maladies. But one window furnishes the 

light for this room, and, because of adjoining 
walls, no other window ts possible. 

Surgery is in great demand, and it appeals to 

the people in a way that makes it a vitally es- 

sential factor in medical 

SURGERY IN 


ISSI ry work. Kal 
GEE AT EDEMA D EO LOlaly alot cami ti Vial 


the operating room ts on the 
second floor, and thus is dry and is fairly well 
lighted by two windows. Here cataracts are 
removed and major surgical operations are per- 
fOnmedsdcesDace ald Maclites peri itmmot tet ile 
operating room is very small and has an earth- 
en floor, as all rooms in native houses have, 
upstairs as well as down. Any one at all famil- 


iar with the requirements of 
LIMITED BY 
UNSANITARY 
CONDITION readily understand with 


modern aseptic surgery, can 


what risks major surgery 1s 
attended, and with what hesitation serious sur- 
gical cases are undertaken at all_on earthen 
floors, with walls and ceiling only a little bet- 
ter. The best of native houses are built on 
these lines, and this house is the most suitable 
building in the city for medical work. 


MAJOR SURGERY ON EARTHEN FLOOR, IN ROOM TOO 
MALE TO PHOTOGRAPH, 


op) 


This work has reached a point from which it 
not only can not advance into the open door of 
opportunity before it, but must 
imevitably recede from the posi- 
tion it now holds, unless suit- 
able quarters can be provided for it. 


THE SITUATION 
CRITICAL 


Wai is a center of strategic importance in 
the Missionary enterprise. By reason of its 
situation on the holy Krish- 
A STRATEGIC as 
Reenter na river, with its twenty 
sacred temples, and its large 
population of the Brahmin, or priest caste, it 
is a conservator of pure, orthodox Hinduism, 
unaffected by western influences, such as is 
hardly to be found elsewhere ‘in all Western 
India. The importance of the city as a center 
of Hinduism can be inferred somewhat from 
the fact that, whereas the average of Brahmins 
in Western India is about five per cent of the 
population, in Wai they make up almost fifty 
per cent of the inhabitants. 


Preaching services are held daily in the dis- 
pensary, and the faithful 
Bible women and _ native 
preachers are untiring in 
their labors among the patients and their 
friends. 


PREACHING 
THE GOSPEL 


RELATIVES BRINGING PATIENT FROM DISTANT VILLAGE 
ROMMEL EOS Pee DN SS VVeeNles 


When deadly fever steals into our home and 
lavs low a loved one, or when the mad rush of 
merciless wheels hurls life 


DO WE NEED into the balance, we believe 


MEDICAL ; 
EAS) © thoroughly in doctors, and 


look upon medical science 
and surgical skill as vitally essential factors in 
organized society. And as practical men we 
must recognize the importance of putting doc- 
tors and hospitals in the 
placesm where stheres tse the 
greatest amount of sickness 
and unrelieved suffering. The time is past, or 
almost past, when sober, thinking men believe 
that part of the world can rise, or some can 
rise, to what God has purposed they should be, 
while the human race at the other end trails 
out into ignorance, neglected distress, degra- 
dation, and darkness. 
Heremisea crear, needsandsansopen sdoor of 
oportunity. What does it mean for you? 
Careful plans have been 


DO THEY NEED 
MEDICAL CARE ? 


WHAT CAN I DO ; 
THAT THEY May (drawn, and estimates for a 


BE SERVED building have been made by 
rotlae SE NR ENE the Mission, with the aid of 
the English Architect to Government. 

Eight thousand dollars will build the build- 
ing. 


A TUBERCULOSIS WARD, OPEN-AIR TREATMENT, WAT. 


One thousand dollars will nearly furnish and 
equip it. 

One thousand dollars will pay for the neces- 
Sary Site: 

Three hundred and fifty dollars will furnish 
the sterilizing apparatus esential for the work. 

Three hundred and fifty dollars will furnish 
a permanent, pure water supply. 

One hundred and fifty dollars will supply the 
necessary beds. 

a clvine -\merican Board has 

Seid pla win eo ulolizcds this) MOspitall tor 

ICAN BOARD the work in Wai as soon as 

the funds can be secured. 


The following letter explains itself: 


American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions. 
14 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Mass., Nov..12, 1910. 
Dis Wesver shit bean 
1126 Washtenaw Ave., 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
My Dear Dr. Beals:—The American Board 
sincerely believes in the importance and neces- 
sity of a properly equipped hospital for the 


medical work in Wat, and it authorizes you to 
secure the necessary funds—not less than ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000)—for the purchasing 
of a site and the erection and equipment of the 
Hospital. The Board is convinced that this is 
an important part of the work of its Indian 
Mission, and that through such a Hospital, in- 
fluences can be brought to bear upon the people 
of that region who would otherwise be unap- 
proached, while at the same time great human 
suffering will be alleviated and life saved. 
Funds can be forwarded to Frank H. Wig- 
gin, Treasurer, 14 Beacon St., Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, where they will be held for the uses 
for which they have been given. 
Faithfully yours, 
(Signed ) James L. Barton, 
Secretary American Board. 


Further information regarding this work will 
be gladly furnished by Rev. James L. Barton, 
DeDiyi4] Beacon ott. boston lass nonGmiy 
estens He Beals NV" Dy eandm hoc lair paur 
Beals, M.D., both at 1126 Washtenaw Ave., 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Iunds sent to any of the above persons will 
be promptly acknowledged and forwarded at 
once for use in this work. 


